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Minutes

Participants

Curt Langlotz, MD, PhD – Chair, RadLex Committee
Ron Arenson, MD – Chair, RSNA Electronic Communications Committee

Fred Behlen, PhD – HL7 Imaging Integration SIG

Sandra Bjork – Sr. Dir. of Standards and Appropriateness Criteria, ACR

John Carrino, MD

David Channin, MD – RSNA Electronic Communications Committee

Ric Harnsberger, MD

Robert Hattery, MD – RSNA Board

Hugh Hawkins, MD – RSNA Electronic Communications Committee

R. Gilbert Jost, MD – RSNA Board

Eliot Siegel, MD – RSNA Electronic Communications Committee

Marie Zenninger – Associate Executive Director, ACR

Steve Drew – RSNA Staff

Chris Carr – RSNA Staff

Discussion/Outcomes

A. Status of RSNA MIRC project reported by Eliot Siegel, MIRC Cmte chair

· Project moving from design requirements phase to prototype implementation

· Demonstration of partial prototype at Special Focus Session during RSNA 2001

· Model allows institutions to set up their own MIRC servers; author and maintain own content which can be indexed and accessed on main MIRC site at RSNA

· Minimal restrictions on structure of files indexed on MIRC, with possibility for more detailed imposition of structure using XML schema

· “Lexicon” planned as an optional attribute of a file

· Plan to be ready to accept/index content in mid-2002

B. RadLex Overview – Curt Langlotz

· Existing lexicons (ACR codes, BiRads, LOINC, Snomed RT, etc.) provide multiple ways of expressing concepts and identifying pathologies, anatomy, etc.

· Links among existing terminologies established by UMLS, others

· Licensing and intellectual property considerations of existing terminologies impose complications on using or referencing them for clinical use

· NLM proposal to Snomed to purchase a user license for all US physicians; NLM willing to curate both UMLS and Snomed

· Currently under negotiation between the two parties

· Radiology needs appropriately structured lexicon: axes to capture histology, anatomy, morphology, modality type, etc.

· Conflicting goals within Snomed: research group welcomes new terms; business group wants compensation for expanded maintenance workload

· Committee shares consensus that RadLex should begin by carefully defining the need for a useable lexicon and looking at how to address it; avoid worrying about licensing negotiations, etc.

C. RadLex Committee’s charter and general workplan

· Identify one or two anatomic regions/systems and do a pilot project

· Establish carefully defined and documented, replicatable process

· Committee structure, composition, workplan

· Lexicon development engine

· Publication/maintenance process

· Possible then to look for support from other organizations (NCI, etc.) to underwrite activities in additional areas

D. Reference terminology vs. interface technology

· Need to strike balance between completeness and useability

· Be as comprehensive as possible with that knowledge that it will be implemented in various, sometimes partial ways

E. Information Model 

F. Approach

· Name committee and present strawman by January

· Use NCI CT screening activities as a model

· Begin subcommittee work with six-hour meeting followed up with email communications

· Should be about a 6-month process

· Define specific anatomic region/system

· Challenge accounting for and linking with all existing efforts

· Prioritize areas needing most work for first draft

· Identify specific features related to imaging (eg, how image is produced, modality type, image quality/characteristics)

· Revise information framework and establish attributes for each term in lexicon

G. Pilot Project: Neuro - Head, Neck, Spine

· ASNR and Spine Society good source of subcommittee members

· Go beyond interventional/disk nomenclature

· Add rest of anatomic region (disks, head, neck), pathology, diagnosis

· Questions about the idea of involving European and Asian societies

H. Copyright/trademark

· Allows control of integrity of lexicon and ability to exclude undesirable elements

· Steve Drew and Chris Carr will investigate trademarking RadLex and copyrighting contents

I. Tools that may be required

· Oracle and Metaphrase

· May “flatten database out” and use simpler tools such as ASP/Access: terms as Web pages

· Committee may suggest additional tools

· Possibility of harmonization with MIRC XML model

· May determine approaches to versioning and other curation issues at completion of first phase

J. ASNR Spine Project 

· Drs. Langlotz, Harnsberg and staff will discuss the ASNR spine project with Dr. Bill Dillon, ASNR President 

K. Set up kickoff meeting during RSNA 2001 Scientific Assembly

· Steve Drew and Chris Carr will try to schedule meeting at time convenient for members
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