SKULL SHAPES

Acrocephaly:  [Gr. acros, extreme] see oxycephaly. AKA hypsicephaly, turricephaly, steeple head/skull, tower head/skull.

Bathrocephaly:  [Gr. bathron, a step]. A developmental anomaly characterized by a steplike posterior projection of the skull, caused by excessive bone production at the lambdoid suture.


Brachycephaly:  [Gr. brachys, short] The fact or quality of having a short, wide head with a cephalic index of 81.0 to 85.4

Cephalic Index:  100 times the maximal head breadth divided by the maximal head length.

Dolicocephaly: [Gr. dolichos, long] Long headed, having a cephalic index of 75.9 or less.

Hypsicephaly:  [Gr. hypsi, high]. see oxycephaly

Oocephalus:  [Gr. oon, egg]. An individual characterized by an egg-shaped head.

Oxycephaly:  [Gr. oxys, keen]. A condition in which the top of the head is pointed, with a vertical index above 77.

Plagiocephaly:  [Gr. oxys, keen]. A condition in which the top of the head is pointed, with a vertical index above 77.

Scaphocephaly:  [Gr. skaphe, boat]. A condition in which the skull is abnormally long and narrow, as a result of premature closure of the sagittal suture, with heavy centers of ossification in the line of the suture; usually accompanied by inflammation and atrophy of the optic papillae and by mental retardation.

Turricephaly:  see oxycephaly.

Vertical Index:  100 times the height of the skull divided by the length.

SKULL POINTS

Acanthion:  [Gr. akanthion, little thorn] a point at the base of the anterior nasal spine.

Asterion:  [Gr. asterion, starlike]. Craniometric point at the junction of occipital, parietal, and temporal bones.

Basion:  [Gr. basis, base]. The median point on the anterior rim of the foramen magnum.

Bregma:  [Gr. front of head]. The point on the skull where the coronal and sagittal sutures join.

Euryon:  [Gr. eurys, wide] the point at either end of the greatest diameter of the skull.

Flanderon:  [Du. clueless]  The point on the top of the head one scratches when confused.

Fontanelle:  [Fr. fontanelle, little fountain]. An unossified space or "soft spot" lying between the cranial bones of a fetus or of an infant.

Frons:  [L front]. The forehead

Glabella:  [L glaber, smooth]. The smooth surface of the frontal bone lying between the supraciliary arches.

Gnathion:  [Gr. gnathos, jaw]. The lowest point on the median plane of the mandible.

Gonion:  [Gr. gonia, angle]. The point at the angle of the mandible.

Inion:  [Gr. nape of neck]. The external occipital protuberance

Lambda:  [Gr. lambda, letter L]. Point or angle of junction of lambdoid and sagittal sutures.

Nasion:  [L nasus, nose]. The point where the nasofrontal suture is cut across by the median plane.

Obelion:  [Gr.obelos, spit]. The cephalometric point on the sagittal suture between the two parietal foramina.

Occiput:  [L] The back part of the skull.

Opisthion:  [Gr. opisthion, rear]. The median point on the posterior rim of the foramen magnum.

Opisthocranion: The back of the head.

Orbitale:  The lowest point on the inferior margin of the orbit. An anthropometric landmark.

Pogonion:  [Gr.pogon, beard]. The most anterior projecting point of the chin.

Porion:  [Gr. poros, pore] the midpoint on the upper edge of the porus acusticus externus, being situated about 5 mm above the superior margin of the cutaneous external auditory meatus.

Prosthion:  [Gr. prosthios, the foremost] the point on the alveolar process that projects most anteriorly in the midline of the maxilla.

Pterion:  [Gr.pteron, wing]. The point where the frontal, parietal, temporal and sphenoid bones meet.

Stephanion:  [Gr. stephanos, crown]. The point on the side of the cranium at which the coronal suture meets the superior temporal line.

Vertex:  [Lvertex, summit]. The top of the head.

Zygion:  An anthropometric landmark. the most laterally situated point on either zygomatic arch.

