Sub-Categorization of Finding Terms

At our previous meeting, we discussed dividing Finding terms into three groups (1) visual features, descriptors, or observations on the images, (2) gross physiologic processes or gross anatomic findings deduced from shadows, and (3) underlying pathology (or pathophysiology), diagnoses, or etiologies.   This grouping roughly corresponds with the groups set out in Friedman PJ.  Radiologic reporting: the hierarchy of terms (editorial).  AJR 1983; 140:402-403.  The attached RadLex Finding Terms spread sheet follows this organization using the tabs at the lower left.

As was noted at our last meeting, these categories represent a continuum from image features to pathological diagnoses.  There was much discussion of possible “borderline” cases or counterexamples that would not fit clearly into one of these divisions, or that would fit into more than one.  I found it useful to split the first and third groupings above into two major sub-grouping, leading to the 5 categories listed below.  I’m sure we will encounter more borderline cases in our discussion, that will help us refine or replace the sub-categories listed.  As you read the categories listed below, keep in mind that the main purpose of the subcategories is to allow easy browsing to the correct subcategory when searching for a term.  

1. Observations or Features
a. Visual features.  These terms describe features on the image that can be described without reference to specific physical, anatomic or pathological processes or structures.  Examples include, opacity, high signal, low attenuation, and companion shadow. 

b. Physical findings.  These terms describe processes or observations that relate directly or physical structures, but without reference to specific anatomic or pathologic processes. Examples include tethered and enlarged.

2. Processes or syndromes.  These terms describe gross anatomic or physiological processes or syndromes, but which do not refer to specific histopathological diagnoses. Examples include mass, nodule, or pleural effusion.

3. Diagnoses or Etiologies
a. Etiologies or causes.  These are pathological or disease conditions that explain the cause of findings in subcategories 1, 2, and 3, but without reference to a histopathologic diagnosis that might be determined from tissue sampling and examination under the microscope.  Examples include congestive heart failure, trauma, or emphysema.

b. Pathological Diagnoses.  Explanations for imaging findings that reach the level of specificity one might expect based on histopathologic diagnosis determined from tissue sampling and examination under the microscope.  Examples include adenocarcinoma or tuberculosis.

